
Father Frank's Announcement 

about Distribution of Palms and 

Holy Week Services ... 
The Lord is my refuge and my strength! 
 
Greetings to you and peace to all who are seeing and hearing me.  Thank you for 
tuning in to some important announcements for Saint Philip Church in Greenville, 
Rhode Island. 
There are some wonderful and appropriate lines from the Book of Psalms, like the 
one I used to greet you. 
 
During these days, please open the Old Testament Book of Psalms and allow the 
Holy Spirit to guide you to the words that God is giving you each day. 
 
The Lord IS my refuge and my strength ... and yours, too! 
 
Before I make my announcements, allow me to express profound thanks to those 
around me working so hard to continue to serve you, the people of Saint Philip's 
and all our friends who follow us and depend on us. 
 
Allow me to name them in no particular order: 
 
Father Phillip Dufour, our Assistant Pastor; Dennis Sousa, Melissa Roberts, Keith 
Kline, Noah DaSilva, Ken Camara, Nick Moreau, Lucas Manzo, Brandy Narducci, 
Loren Calabro, Paul Molin, Annette Burke, Fernando our maintenance man 
keeping our Church and Our Lady's Chapel sanitized and clean; all the Men of Saint 
Joseph International of our Parish; Sylvia Sabatini and Jim Carroll and all the 
members of our Saint Vincent de Paul Society along with their dozens of 
volunteers who are working so very hard to keep our food pantry open to show 
our care and compassion for our clients and those who depend on our caring. 
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To say I am a privileged pastor and that we have an amazing Parish would be an 
understatement. 
 
Allow me to salute our Saint Philip School under the capable and professional 
direction of our Principal, Mrs. Cynthia Senenko, our principal.  Our secretary, 
faculty and staff have done a TRULY AMAZING and PHENOMENAL job with our 
virtual learning for all our students .... a very difficult, demanding and time-
consuming job SO VERY WELL DONE .... we have a Parish School of which we all 
CAN BE VERY PROUD! 
 
Now, for some important information that you will need to know in order to plan 
for the days ahead: 
 

• sadly and reluctantly, we will cancel our All-Day Confessions, originally 
scheduled for this coming Saturday - April 4 ... 

 

• going forward during Holy Week, Father Phillip and I will continue to hear 
Confessions by appointment ... please telephone us or email one of us ... 

 

• Confessions will be heard on Holy Saturday - April 11 from 8:30 AM to 9:30 
AM and from 3 PM to 5 PM ... 

 
On Palm Sunday, we will follow this protocol: 
 

• blessed palms will be distributed at our regularly scheduled Mass times on 
Sunday morning for 1 hour ... that means, we will distribute palm from 8 AM 
to 9 AM, from 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM, and finally from 11:30 AM to 12:30 PM 
... after 12:30 PM, palms will no longer be publicly available ... 
 

• Men of Saint Joseph have volunteered to assist in the distribution of Palms 
and blessed taper-candles for use in your home, especially during the Easter 
Vigil on Holy Saturday evening beginning at 8 PM ... 
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• as you drive into our Parish property using the main entrance on the left side 
of the Church building, you will be directed to make a loop around our back 
parking lot and then turn left toward the front of the church building ... 
under the church canopy, as you stay in your vehicle, volunteers will bring a 
bunch of palms to you and ask you if you would like any blessed candles - 
most especially if you plan to participate in the Easter Vigil 

• printed copies of our April 5th Parish Bulletin will also be given to you ... 

• finally, since the Divine Mercy Novena begins on Good Friday, those who ask 
for a printed copy of the Novena will receive one ... 

 
 
On Tuesday of Holy Week - April 7, please join us for a very inspiring and moving 
experience called a TENEBRE SERVICE.  The Latin word "tenebre" means darkness 
and this service of light vs darkness will be very appropriate for the situation we all 
find ourselves in at this time in our country, our state, and our church.  Please join 
us at 7 PM on Tuesday - April 7 on our Youtube channel. 
 
This is Saint Philip's Schedule for the Sacred Triduum of Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday: 
 

• go to YOUTUBE.COM and select our Parish channel at Saint Philip Parish 
Greenville RI to find the following broadcasts: 

 

• at 8 AM on Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday Father Phillip and 
I invite you to join us in praying Morning Prayer from the Liturgy of the 
Hours, the official liturgical prayer of the Church; the Morning Prayer 
booklets for you to follow may be found on our Parish website at 
www.saintphilip.com 

 

• on Holy Thursday - April 9, our Evening Mass of the Lord's Supper will begin 
at 7:30 PM; find all the printed material you need to follow along on our 
Parish website; 
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• on Good Friday - April 10, the youth of our Parish will present the "Living 
Stations of the Cross" at 3 PM and our Solemn Service of the Lord's Passion 
and Death begins at 7:30 PM 

 

• on Holy Saturday - April 11, our Easter Vigil in the Holy Night and Easter Vigil 
Mass begins at 8 PM 

 

• on Easter Sunday - April 12, Solemn Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord 
begins at 10 AM ... 

 
IN THE PREFACE OF EVERY MASS, we pray:   It is truly right and just, our duty and 
our salvation, ALWAYS AND EVERYWHERE TO GIVE YOU THANKS ... 
 

• we are living in UNPRECEDENTED, UNUSUAL, and UNCERTAIN times .... but 
God chose us to be alive at JUST THESE TIMES ... only God knows why ... 

 

• but with God's grace and help .... we will get through these moments of the 
darkness that surrounds us BY NOT BEING OVERCOME by the darkness of 
discouragement or despair or hopelessness or loneliness or especially sin! 

 

• but on the contrary, look for the GIFT that God is giving us through these 
challenging moments .... look for the good things that are happening all 
around us ...... 

 

• and each and every day, find AT LEAST 1 GIFT to be grateful for to God! 
 
Thank you for listening, be assured of my prayers, and God bless you all! 


